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The Quark Matter 2012 Interna-
tional Conference took place in Wash-
ington DC on 13–18 August 2012. 
The Quark Matter Conferences are 
held every one to two years and fea-
ture new results from the field of high-
energy heavy-ion collisions. The Con-
ference follows a long tradition dating 
back to 1980, with venues along the 
way in ten different countries. 

This year’s Conference highlighted 
results following the second Pb + Pb 
run at the CERN Large Hadron Col-
lider (LHC) at 2.76 TeV per nucleon 
pair center-of-mass energy and from 
the most recent Au + Au, U + U, Cu 
+ Au and Beam Energy Scan runs at 
the Relativistic Heavy Ion Collider 
(RHIC) at Brookhaven National Lab-
oratory (BNL). Theoretical presenta-
tions were also prominent providing 
various predictions, explanations, 
and interpretations of data. The rich 
harvest of high-quality experimental 
results from PHENIX and STAR at 
RHIC and those from ALICE, AT-
LAS, and CMS at the LHC provided 
insight into the behavior of quarks and 
gluons under the extreme conditions 
of high temperature and density. The 
overall attendance at Quark Matter 
was approximately 700 scientists and 
students.

Primary topics of the Conference 
included Pre-equilibrium and Initial 
State Dynamics, Global and Collec-
tive Dynamics, Jets, Heavy Flavors 
and Quarkonia, Correlations and Fluc-
tuations, Electro-weak Probes, Had-
ron Thermodynamics and Chemistry, 
QCD at Finite Temperature, New The-
oretical Developments, Exploring the 
QCD Phase Diagram, New Develop-
ments in Experiment, and the Future.

The Conference was organized into 
six half-day plenary sessions, a total 
of 17 parallel sessions spread over 
four half-days and a poster session. 
These included 214 oral presenta-
tions (47 in plenary sessions), and 307 
posters presented from a total of 603 
submitted abstracts. Eight poster pre-
sentations were selected by a special 
panel for presentation as flash talks in 
a plenary session. 

The Nuclear Physics A Young 
Scientist Award for the Best Experi-
mental and Theory parallel session 
talks, respectively, were presented to 
Martin Wilde (Münster) and Björn 
Schenke (BNL). Runners-up in the 
highly competitive award for the Best 
Experimental talk were Matt Nguyen 
(École Polytechnique) and Alice Ohl-
son (Yale).

In the Opening Ceremony, the 
Keynote Speaker was the Honorable 
Bart Gordon, former Chair of the U.S. 
House of Representatives Committee 
on Science and Technology. He was 

preceded with welcoming remarks 
by the Associate Director for Nuclear 
Physics of the U.S. Department of En-
ergy Timothy J. Hallman, and the Di-
rector of BNL Samuel Aronson. The 
current status of relativistic heavy ion 
physics was highlighted in overview 
talks by speakers representing theory 
and each of the large heavy-ion exper-
iments at RHIC and the LHC.

Quark Matter 2012 also fulfilled 
an important role in the education of 
the next generation of scientists and in 
communicating the importance of sci-
entific research to the general public. 
A Student Day (for graduate students 
and young postdocs; Figure 1) and a 
Teachers’ Afternoon (for high school 
teachers) preceded the Conference. 
These were aimed at introductory and 
summary presentations of topics in 
the field at levels appropriate to the 
more than 300 student and teacher 
attendees of those sessions. The pro-
gram also included two talks geared 
toward the general public. An evening 

The 23rd International Conference on Ultrarelativistic 
Nucleus-Nucleus Collisions, Quark Matter 2012

Figure 1. Student Day at Quark Matter 2012 (Courtesy Brookhaven National 
Laboratory). 
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public lecture entitled “Energy for the 
21st Century World Economy,” which 
discussed critical issues, debunked 
myths, and suggested possible ap-
proaches to global energy issues was 
presented by Wolfgang Bauer (Michi-
gan State). “Death from the Skies” 
was presented by popular author and 
astronomer Phil Plait in an entertain-
ing multi-media presentation of pos-
sible extra-terrestrial events that could 
lead to disaster scenarios ending life 
on Earth.

In general, the Conference ap-
peared to be a rousing success as much 

new physics was presented and lively 
discussions broke out frequently. The 
Conference Hotel was the historic 
Washington Omni-Shoreham Hotel, 
which was extremely spacious and 
comfortable, encouraging communi-
cation between all. The Conference 
Reception was a gala affair held at the 
Smithsonian Institute’s National Por-
trait Gallery. All in all, the Conference 
has significantly advanced our under-
standing of quark-gluon matter and 
was an extremely stimulating event.

We now look forward to the next 
Quark Matter Conference, which will 

be held in Darmstadt, Germany, from 
19–24 May in 2014.

For the entire program, slides, pho-
tos and videos of the presentations 
at Quark Matter 2012, visit http://
qm2012.bnl.gov

J. W. Harris

Yale University

D. Kharzeev 
Stony Brook University and BNL

T. Ullrich

BNL

The 11th International Confer-
ence on Nucleus-Nucleus Collisions 
(NN2012) was held from 27 May–1 
June 2012, the 11th in a series of tri-
ennial conferences. Jointly organized 
and hosted by The Cyclotron Institute 
at Texas A&M University–College 
Station and The Department of Phys-
ics and Astronomy at Texas A&M 
University–Commerce, this confer-
ence drew 300 participants to the Hy-
att Regency Hotel on the San Antonio 
Riverwalk (Figure 1), close to the his-
toric Alamo. in San Antonio, Texas, 
USA. Among the participants were a 
large number of graduate students and 
post-doctoral fellows for whom spe-
cial financial accommodations were 
made thanks to support provided by 
the two organizing universities. 

The Keynote Talk of the conference, 
“The State of Affairs of Present and 
Future Nucleus-Nucleus Collision Sci-
ence,” was given by Dr. Robert Tribble, 
University Distinguished Professor and 
Director of the TAMU Cyclotron Insti-
tute. During the conference a very well-
received public lecture on neutrino as-
tronomy, “The ICEcube project,” was 

given by Dr. Francis Halzen, Hilldale 
and Gregory Breit Distinguished Pro-
fessor at the University of Wisconsin, 
Madison.

The Scientific program continued 
in the general spirit and intention of 
this conference series. As is typical of 
this conference a broad range of top-
ics including fundamental areas of 

nuclear dynamics, structure, and ap-
plications were addressed in plenary, 
parallel, and poster sessions structure 
around the topics of: 

  1. � Heavy and Superheavy Elements
  2. � QCD and Hadron Physics
  3. � Relativistic Heavy-Ion Collisions
  4. � Nuclear Structure

11th International Conference on Nucleus-Nucleus 
Collisions (NN2012) 

Figure 1. Some of the participants gathered for the “Fiesta Noche del Rio” on 
the San Antonio Riverwalk.
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  5. � Fusion and Fission
  6. � Equation of State of Neutron-

Rich Nuclear Matter, Clusters in 
Nuclei and Nuclear Reactions

  7. � Reactions and Structure-Unsta-
ble Nuclei

  8. � Nuclear Astrophysics 
  9. � Nuclear Energy and Applications 

of Nuclear Science and Technol-
ogies

10. � New Facilities and Detectors

These topics were the subject mat-
ter of 42 plenary session talks, 150 
parallel session talks, and 21 posters. 

The high quality of the work presented 
emphasized the vitality and relevance 
of the subject matter of this conference. 
The scientific sessions were lively and 
animated. Social events with a San An-
tonio flavor highlighted several of the 
evenings. 

The Proceedings of the 11th In-
ternational Conference on Nucleus-
Nucleus Collisions will be ePublished 
in the Open Access Journal of Phys-
ics: Conference Series (JPCS), which 
is part of the IOP Conference Series. 
The 12th International Conference on 
Nucleus-Nucleus Collisions (NN2015) 

will be held from 21–26 June 2015 in 
Catania, Italy. It will be hosted by The 
INFN—Laboratori Nazionali del Sud, 
INFN—Catania and the Dipartimento 
di Fisica e Astronomia of the Univer-
sity of Catania. 

Joe Natowitz 
Texas A&M University– 

College Station 

Bao-An Li

Texas A&M University–Commerce 

The 6th International Workshop 
on Shape-Phase Transitions and Crit-
ical-Point Phenomena in Nuclei was 
held at the conference center “darm-
stadtium” in Darmstadt, Germany, 
from 27–29 February 2012. The 
workshop was organized by the insti-
tute for nuclear physics of the Tech-
nische Universtität Darmstadt. It was 
the sixth in a series that was started 
in 2004 at Berkeley, California, and 
subsequently continued at Camerino, 
Italy (2005), Athens, Greece (2006), 
Sofia, Bulgaria (2007), and Istanbul, 
Turkey (2009).

About 100 leading scientists from 
17 countries intensively discussed the 
developments that occured in the field 
since the last workshop. The exciting 
scientific program was coordinated by 
the Convenors Amiram Leviatan (He-
brew University), Nicola Lo Iudice 
(University of Naples), Andrea Vit-
turi (University of Padova), Jan Jolie 
(University of Cologne), Rostislav 
Jolos (JINR, Dubna), Franco Iach-
ello (Yale University), Pavel Cejnar 
(University of Prague), Gabriel Mar-

tinez Pinedo (TU Darmstadt), Volker 
Werner (Yale University), and Jose 
Arias (University of Seville). There 
were oral sessions on the following  
topics:

• � (Quasi-)Symmetries in the nu-
clear-structure triangle

• � Symmetries and phases in non-
algebraic models

• � Phases in non-quadrupole de-
grees of freedom

• � Structural evolution in odd-A sys-
tems

• � Symmetries and phases in the 
proton-neutron degree of freedom

• � Phase transitions in other quan-
tum systems

• � Excited States phase transitions
• � Evidences for nuclear shape-

phase transitions
• � Shell structure and nuclear shapes
• � Other recent developments

6th International Workshop on Shape-Phase Transitions 
and Critical-Point Phenomena in Nuclei 2012

Participants in the lecture room (photo taken by K. Krugmann). 
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These topics were covered in 47 oral 
contributions that were followed by 
ample amount of time intended for ple-
nary discussions. As compared to pre-
ceding meetings, this year’s scientific 
program was broadened to also include 
quantum-phase transitions in other 
quantum systems than atomic nuclei, 
such as ultracold atomic gases and mol-
ecules. The confrontation of the various 
fields strongly contributed to stimulat-
ing intense and exciting discussions. 

Norbert Pietralla  
and Andreas Krugmann

Institut für Kernphysik
TU Darmstadt

Group photo in Darmstadt (taken by A. Zschau). 

The 3rd international EURORIB 
conference “EURORIB’12” was held 
from 21–25 May 2012 at Abano Terme 
(Padova, Italy). EURORIB’12 contin-
ued the biannual series of meetings 
held in the past in Giens (FR, 2008) 
and Lamoura (FR, 2010). The confer-
ence was organized within the projects  
HIE-ISOLDE@CERN, NUSTAR@
FAIR, SPES@LNL, SPIRAL2@
GANIL, involved in the construction 

of the second generation radioactive 
ion beam (RIB) facilities in Europe, 
and the future EURISOL. The meeting 
attracted more than 120 attendees from 
Europe and from other countries, with 
many graduate students and young 
scientists. The scientific program in-
cluded invited talks and oral presenta-
tions, as well as a poster session, for 
which a competition was organized to 
award the best three posters presented. 

The aim of the conference was either 
to provide a global view of the state of 
the art in research in the field of nuclear 
physics with RIBs, or to present new 
experimental and theoretical ideas, ex-
ploring synergies between the groups 
built around the second generation fa-
cilities under construction in Europe 
and in the world. 

The following topics were dis-
cussed: future RIB facilities, at and 

EURORIB’12 Conference, 2012, Abano Terme, Italy

Also the conference banquet at 
the nearby ruin of the Castle of Fran-
kenstein set a nice stage for continued 
discussions and even for “incredible 
myths on the history of shape transfor-
mations.” 

The next workshop of this series will 
take place in Spain (Organizer: Jose M. 
Arias) most probably in the end of Feb-
ruary 2014. 

The workshop was supported by 
the Helmholtz International Center for 

FAIR funded within the LOEWE ini-
tiative by the State of Hesse and by the 
Collaborative Research Center SFB 
634 funded by the Deutsche Forsc-
hungsgemeinschaft (DFG).
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beyond the drip-line and new modes 
of radioactivity, nuclear structure far 
from stability, heavy and superheavy 
nuclei, dynamics and thermodynamics 
of exotic nuclear systems, nuclear as-
trophysics, fundamental interactions, 
application to other fields, production 
and manipulation of RIB, and instru-
mentation. 

The main activities related to the 
development of ISOL (Isotope Sepa-
ration On Line) facilities in Europe 
are pointing to the future EURISOL 
radioactive beam facility, being in the 
road map of NuPECC. The EURISOL 
project is aimed at developing a high 
performance ISOL facility, beyond 
the capabilities of any current ISOL 
facility in the world, based on a multi 
megawatt conversion target and sev-
eral 100 kW direct targets. UCx mate-
rial will be used for the production of 
neutron-rich beams at a fission rate as 
high as 1015 fissions per second. Ex-
otic beams will be re-accelerated at en-
ergies in the order of 100 A·MeV by a 
new superconductive linac accelerator.

To meet the technological level 
necessary to develop this class of facil-
ity, a new generation of ISOL facilities 
is needed. In the NuPECC road map, 
SPES, HIE-ISOLDE, and SPIRAL2 
are supported as the second generation 
ISOL facilities necessary to pave the 
way to EURISOL. In this framework, 
these projects are deeply involved in 
the development of new technolo-
gies aimed at increasing the RIB in-
tensity and the energy up to 109 pps 

and to 5–10 AMeV, respectively, with 
high purity. The in-flight FAIR facil-
ity under construction at GSI will be 
able to deliver an unprecedented range 
of RIBs in the energy range of 0–1.5 
AGeV; the scientific program being 
exploited within NUSTAR (Nuclear 
Structure, Astrophysics and Reac-
tions) program. The first RIBs of sec-
ond generation in Europe are expected 
to be delivered within a few years. The 
long-range plan with RIBs at Dubna 
as well as the ISOL@MYRRHA proj-
ect at SCK.CEN (BE) have also been 
presented. Going outside Europe, the 
status of the FRIB project at MSU and 
the research achievements at the RIB 
factory at RIKEN have been reported; 
particularly interesting is the plan-
ning of this latter to accelerate heavier 
beams.

A significant progress toward the 
future scientific programs with RIBs 
has been achieved in theoretical and 

Conference group photo.

experimental research needed to draw 
key experiments. Interesting results 
and perspectives have been reported 
for all the subjects of physics and in 
particular in nuclear structure far from 
stability, which was one of the main 
topics of the conference, having five 
ond generation in Europe are expected 
to be delivered within a few years. The 
long-range plan with RIBs at Dubna 
as well as the ISOL@MYRRHA proj-
ect at SCK.CEN (BE) have also been 
presented. Going outside Europe, the 
status of the FRIB project at MSU and 
the research achievements at the RIB 
factory at RIKEN have been reported; 
particularly interesting is the plan-
ning of this latter to accelerate heavier 
beams.

A significant progress toward the 
future scientific programs with RIBs 
has been achieved in theoretical and 
experimental research needed to draw 
key experiments. Interesting results 

Visit to the “Laboratori Nazionali di Legnaro.”
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and perspectives have been reported 
for all the subjects of physics and in 
particular in nuclear structure far from 
stability, which was one of the main 
topics of the conference, having five 
sessions dedicated. The structure of 
newly explored neutron-rich nuclei 
regions have been addressed from the 
theoretical and the experimental point 
of view. Particular interest has been 
devoted to the shell structure and its 
evolution assuming effective two- and 
three-body forces, as well as to the 
collective properties, the shape coex-
istence, and the modeling of halo nu-
clei. The role of the nuclear structure 
in the star evolution has been empha-
sized. From the experimental point of 
view, the results were obtained with a 

G. La Rana

Conference Chair
University of Naples  

and INFN, Italy

variety of methods based on Coulomb 
excitation, multi-nucleon transfer, 
laser excitation, as well with isomer 
studies. Apparatus such as: AGATA-
Demonstrator+PRISMA@LNL, VA-
MOS coupled to EXOGAM, TIARA, 
MUST2 at GANIL, MINIBALL@
REX-ISOLDE, the in-flight separator 
(FRS) combined with RISING (Rare 
Isotope Investigation at GSI) setup 
and the storage-cooler ring (ESR) at 
GSI, as well as the high-resolution 
laser spectroscopy setup at ISOLDE 
have been used. 

New synergies between the groups 
involved in the RIB projects were an 
important issue of the conference. The 
numerous established collaborations 
allowed progress on different tech-

nological tasks related to the facili-
ties under construction: RIB produc-
tion, ion-source, beam transport and 
reacceleration, as well as radiation 
safety and control systems. A major 
involvement of the nuclear physics 
community is also devoted in novel 
instrumentation development for ra-
dioactive beam physics, within Euro-
pean projects. 

The 4th EURORIB conference will 
be held in 2015 in Germany. 

The conference on “Shell Model 
as Unified View of Nuclear Struc-
ture” was held from 8–10 October 
2012 (Figure 1) at the Institute Plu-
ridisciplinaire Hubert Curien (IPHC) 
in Strasbourg, to honor the scientific 
founders of the Strasbourg-Madrid 
Shell Model collaboration: Etienne 
Caurier and Andres Zuker from IPHC 
and Alfredo Poves from Universidad 
Autonoma in Madrid. During the last 
25 years, the collaboration has been a 
world leader in the description of ex-
otic nuclei based on shell model calcu-
lations. The development of the com-
puter codes ANTOINE and NATHAN 
by Etienne Caurier made it possible to 
perform the first calculations in model 
spaces that allowed one to treat the 
relevant degrees of freedom for me-
dium-mass nuclei. These codes soon 
became the gold standards for shell 
model computations. The state-of-the 
art calculations have been possible 
also due to the improved effective in-
teractions developed in the collabora-

tion. Many of the ideas driving mod-
ern nuclear structure, for example the 
separation of realistic interactions into 
monopole and multipole components 
and the need of three-body forces, are 
due to the physical insight of Andres 
Zuker. Alfredo Poves has been leading 
the description of deformed medium 
mass nuclei based on spherical shell 
model calculations, along with the pre-
diction of a new island of inversion at  
N = 40 and the applications of the di-
agonalization shell model to double 
beta decay. The SM collaboration has 
always guided experimental studies 
and contributed to interpretation of 
about 150 measurements in nuclear 
structure, in many cases laying ground 
for the modern vision of shell evolu-
tion far from stability. The three hon-
orees have also formed a number of 
scientists who are now researchers 
known worldwide in their respective 
fields.

The meeting brought together 
about 50 theorists and experimen-

talists from 10 countries, including 
young researchers, post-docs, and stu-
dents who were all given a possibility 
to present their work. The local sup-
port was provided to all participants 
thanks to the sponsorship of IPHC and 
the Consortium of Theoretical Physics 
in Strasbourg, the Nuclear Astrophys-
ics Virtual Institute, and Universidad 
Autonoma in Madrid. The participants 
could also enjoy the boat visit of the 
city, offered to them by Commune Ur-
baine Strasbourg. 

The program of the conference, with 
31 talks during two and a half days, 
was quite tight but the participants 
appreciated the friendly atmosphere 
and time dedicated to discussions. 
The program addressed a wide range 
of topics, including nuclear struc-
ture studies from few-body to heavy 
systems, experimental results from 
neutron-rich nuclei to proton- dripline 
and theoretical approaches to nuclear 
structure and beyond. The opening 
talk of the conference was delivered 

Shell Model as a Unified View of Nuclear Structure
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by K. Langanke (GSI Darmstadt) who 
discussed the pivotal role played by 
the shell model in the description of 
weak interaction processes in stars. 
A further two sessions were devoted 
to the ab-initio approaches to nuclear 
structure and description of few-body 
systems. Among others, a formulation 
of the no-core shell model starting 
from the underlying theory of strong 
interaction (QCD) and using effective 
field theory was presented by B. van 
Kolck (IPN Orsay). The discussions 
of the experimental and theoretical 
results in exotic nuclei on neutron-
deficient and neutron-rich sides of the 
nuclear landscape filled in total four 
sessions. Exciting new results about 
the evolution of the spin-orbit force in 
neutron-rich nuclei were presented by 
O. Sorlin (GANIL Caen).

Figure 1. Participants of the conference Shell Model as a Unified View of Nuclear Structure.

The last session of the meeting was 
devoted to double-beta decay, which 
for years has been a research interest 
of A. Poves and E. Caurier. As was re-
ported in the meeting by J. Menendez 
(TU Darmstadt), there is now consid-
erable progress in the calculation of 
neutrinoless nuclear matrix elements 
using two-body currents derived from 
effective field theory. Energy density 
functional calculations are now avail-
able for the neutrinoless double-beta 
decay and double electron capture 
processes, as was presented by T. Ro-
driguez (TU Darmstadt). This is of 
crucial importance for evaluation of 
NME elements in deformed and heavy 
nuclei, still out of reach for the nuclear 
shell model. 

The meeting was held in a pluri-
disciplinary institution, where a part 

of its activity is devoted to health 
science. Thus the last presentation of 
the conference by B. Grammaticos 
(IMNC, Univ. Paris 7 & 11), a former 
nuclear physicist and colleague from 
Strasbourg, was devoted to the mod-
eling of migration of invasive brain 
tumor cells and to the tumor genesis.

More information about this unique 
event, including slides of the talks, can 
be found on the conference website: 
https://indico.in2p3.fr//event/smuvns

K. Sieja, F. Nowacki 
IPHC Strasbourg

G. Martinez-Pinedo

TU Darmstadt

Filler?
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Last October Achim Richter ended 
his term as Director of ECT*. A fare-
well ceremony took place in Trento at 
the Aula Grande of the “Fondazione 
Bruno Kessler” (FBK), the Trentino 
institution that hosts, and concurs in 
funding, ECT*. Many colleagues and 
friends attended the event, livened up 
by a concert played by the “guest of 
honor” as violist and two colleagues 
of the Edmund Mach Foundation on 
the clarinet and piano. The Kegelstatt 
Trio by Mozart and two pieces for 
Clarinetto, Viola and Piano by Max 
Bruch gave Achim Richter the op-
portunity to show publicly one of his 
many talents. His main talent as an 
outstanding experimental physicist 
has become well known to the phys-
ics community during his long and 
successful career, and his ability as a 
competent and capable manager and 
Director of a theory center was cel-
ebrated on October 19 by the speeches 
of Wolfram Weise, the next Director 
of ECT*, Angela Bracco, Chair of 
NuPECC, and Sandro Stringari of the 
Physics Department. 

The welcome and opening of the 
event was given by the President of 
FBK, Massimo Egidi, who underlined 
the importance of the ECT* in giv-
ing the FBK a prestigious European 
dimension. In his more personal re-
marks he expressed appreciation for 
Achim’s frank attitude in discussing 
problems and solutions, making their 
past collaboration very fruitful.

In his presentation Achim Rich-
ter recalled the history of ECT* as “a 
beautiful example of an international 
(European) realization made possible 
by the strong support of a growing Eu-
ropean region—the Trentino—and the 
foresight and personal dedication of 
its founders, in particular Renzo Leon-
ardi.” He then gave an overview of the 
numerous ECT* activities, in particu-
lar of the workshops and collaboration 
meetings that grew from the few units 
of the years 1993–1994 to about twenty 
in 2011–2012, reaching the maximum 
of more than 800 visitors in 2012. With 
an interesting slide he illustrated the 
distribution per home country of the 
visitors during the years 2008–2011. 
Fifty different nations were present 
with the highest peaks in correspon-
dence to Germany, the United States, 
and Italy, as well as rather large num-
bers for Japan, the United Kingdom, 
France, and Spain. The scientific activ-
ity of about ten researchers operating 
at ECT* was underlined by proudly 
mentioning the large number of publi-
cations and among them a few recent 
ones that obtained a big number of cita-
tions. The few connections to the local 
Department of Physics were also men-
tioned. A final wish of good luck and 
success was addressed by the Director 
on leave to the next Director, Wolfram 
Weise, who will return to ECT* after 
7 years.

In his turn Wolfram Weise praised 
the role of Achim Richter in having 
strengthened the mission of ECT*, 
namely that of “being a center of 
frontline research in nuclear and had-
ron physics, able to catalyze contacts 
between experimental and theoretical 
studies, as well as between nuclear 
physics and related areas, and to fur-
ther the training of young research-
ers.” He also put a glance into the 
future of ECT*, commenting on the 
budget trend of the last four years, 
which showed an increase of Euro-
pean funding, EU projects, and extra 
contributions, against a decrease of 
the FBK budget. An auspice that the 
letter trend could be reversed in future 
was formulated, as well as that ECT* 
acts as a mediator for initializing and 
activating international cooperation 
agreements involving FBK (a coop-
eration agreement on several research 
area between FBK and TUM was an-
nounced to be in preparation).

In his “personal remarks” Sandro 
Stringari remembered when he first 
met Achim in 1978 at a conference 
in Hvar, where a collaboration about 
the “scissor mode” in nuclei, a mode 
first observed by Richter and collabo-
rators in Darmstadt, led to a common 
publication. That was followed twenty 
years later by his prediction, con-
firmed by the experimental observa-
tion, of a similar mode in cold atoms. 
Sandro Stringari underlined also the 
connections to the physics department 
that involved him as organizer of the 
first conference supported by ECT*. 
The title was International Workshop 
on Bose Einstein Condensation and 
happened at the dawn of the BEC ac-
tivity that exploded in later years. In 
later years Sandro Stringari as well as 
other members of the department ap-

Farewell Event for Achim Richter Leaving ECT*

Figure 1. Achim Richter.
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peared as organizers of workshops and 
training activities, including the very 
recent “TALENT school,” educating 
master and Ph.D. students in low en-
ergy nuclear theory.

The title of the presentation of the 
Chair of NuPECC, Angela Bracco, 
was “ECT* and NuPECC in tandem 
for the success of Nuclear Physics re-
search.” She outlined the projects con-
tained in the NuPECC Long Range 
Plan of 2010 and stressed how ECT* 
is contributing to their progress. In 
listing the major European Infrastruc-
tures she also mentioned the important 
role ECT is playing in their scientific 
activities. In the last part of her very 
informative talk she expressed to 
Achim her “strong appreciation for 
the breath of his scientific expertise, 
both in experiments and theory, cover-
ing a large variety of different inter-
esting topics.” She added that Achim 
Richter “has a remarkable ability to 
identify quality, strengths, and weak-
nesses in different research fields, and 
great intuition and vision in selecting 
topics outside nuclear science that are 
related to it. This has strengthened nu-

clear physics and enhanced further the 
high profile of ECT*”. She concluded 
by saying, “Personally I think that 
Achim is an example to be imitated... 
but impossible to clone!!” That clos-
ing was followed by a warm applause 
by the audience who was then invited 
to a photo to remember the event and 
to a buffet. There the participants had 
the opportunity to greet, thank, and 
congratulate Achim Richter, some of 

them with the feeling that they were 
giving a farewell not only to a Direc-
tor, but also to a “frank and friendly” 
person.

Giuseppina Orlandini

Trento University

Figure 2. Participants at the farewell event for Achim Richter leaving ECT*

Filler?
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2013
April 8–12

Canberra, Australia. 2nd Heavy 
Ion Accelerator Symposium on 
Fundamental and Applied Science

http://hias.anu.edu.au/

April 10–12
Debrecen, Hungary. Workshop 

on Heavy Element Nucleosynthesis
http://www.atomki.hu/heavyws/

May 12–17
Shanghai, China. 4th Interna-

tional Particle Accelerator Confer-
ence, IPAC’13

http://www.ipac13.org/

May 19–24
Lisbon, Portugal. Nuclear Phys-

ics in Astrophysics VI
http://npa6.cii.fc.ul.pt/

May 21–24
Nantes, France. Technology and 

Components of Accelerator-driven 
Systems

http://www.oecd-nea.org/science/
wpfc/tcads/2nd/index.html

May 27–31
Oslo, Norway. 4th Workshop on 

Level Density and Gamma Strength
http://tid.uio.no/workshop2013/ 

May 28–31
Caen, France. Fifth Interna-

tional Workshop on Nuclear fission 
and Fission-Product Spectroscopy 
FISSION 2013

http://pro.ganil-spiral2.eu/events/
cw/fission2013/fission2013/ 

June 2–7
Firenze, Italy. International Nu- 

clear Physics Conference (INPC 
2013)

http://�inpc2013.it/

June 9–14
New London, NH, USA. 2013 

Nuclear Chemistry Gordon Re-
search Conference

http://www.grc.org/programs.x?ye
ar=2013&program=nuchem

June 10–12
Padova, Italy. Nuclear Structure 

Physics with Advanced Gamma- 
Detector Arrays (NSP13)

http://nsp13.pd.infn.it/

June 10–14
Mürren, Switzerland. Interna-

tional Workshop on Beam Cooling 
and Related Topics COOL’13

https://cool-13.web.cern.ch/
COOL-13/

June 10–15 
Uppsala, Sweden. 11th Interna-

tional Conference on Low Energy 
Antiproton Physics (LEAP 2013)

https://indico.gsi.de/
conferenceDisplay.py? 
confId=1890

June 23–28
Seattle, USA. 21st Ion Beam 

Analysis (IBA) Conference 
http://www.emsl.pnnl.gov/root/

meetings/iba/

June 23–29
Crete, Greece. CRETE13: The 

2013 International Conference on 
Applications of Nuclear Techniques

http://www.crete13.org/

June 24–28
Glasgow, UK. Baryons 2013 

International Conference on the 
Structure of Baryons

http://nuclear.gla.ac.uk/
Baryons2013/

July 1–3
Krakow, Poland. EURISOL Topi-

cal Meeting 2013 “Going to the limits 
of mass, spin and isospin with heavy 
Radioactive Ion Beams”

http://eurisol.ifj.edu.pl/

July 8–12
ECT* Trento, Italy. Nuclear Struc-

ture and Astrophysical Applications
http://www.ectstar.eu/

July 14–19
Chiba, Japan. 12th Asia Pacific 

Physics Conference (APPC12)
http://www.jps.or.jp/APPC12/

index.html

August 5–8
Bruges, Belgium. 11th Interna-

tional Topical Meeting on Nuclear 
Applications of Accelerators Acc 
App 2013

http://www.accapp13.org/

August 25–31
New York, USA. 35th Interna-

tional Free-Electron Laser Confer-
ence FEL2013

http://www.c-ad.bnl.gov/fel2013/

September 1–7 
Piaski, Poland. XXXIII Mazurian 

Lakes Conference on Physics
http://mazurian.fuw.edu.pl/

September 16–24
Erice, Italy. Neutrino Physics: 

Present and Future
http://crunch.ikp.physik.tu-

darmstadt.de/erice/2013/index.
php

September 19–21
Takayama, Japan. 8th Workshop 

on the Chemistry of the Heaviest El-
ements (CHE 8)

http://asrc.jaea.go.jp/CHE8/

September 22–27
Kanazawa, Japan. Asia-Pacific 

Symposium on Radiochemistry 
(APSORC-13)

http://www.radiochem.org/
apsorc13/

September 23–27
Paris, France. 16th International 

Conference on RF Superconductiv-
ity SRF 2013

http://www.srf2013.fr/

September 23–November 15
INT Seattle, USA. Quantitative 

Large Amplitude Shape Dynamics: 
Fission and Heavy Ion Fusion

http://www.int.washington.edu/
PROGRAMS/13-3/

More information available in the Calendar of Events on the NuPECC website: http://www.nupecc.org/




